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Hello, and welcome to the final schedule for the 2021Mi& N [/ 2y FSNBYy OS®d 2 SQ
forward to joining everyone online from the 1928rd April for a week of stimulating
presentations and workshops and opportunities to network and socialise!

Though?2 y £ Ay S { Kard wilkoSde Aigaid prazideRan environment in which PhD

students can present their research to fellow postgraduates in a friendly and relaxed

environment. We would like to thank the Research Group Postgraduate Representatives for
organising their fantastic sessions, in which we will hear from researchers from across a

wide range of geographical swlisciplines. We warmly encourage you to attend all sessions
GKAOK AYUGSNBad &2dz  ONPaa (KS ¢gS6ifte (G2 f SI Ny
discussions on contemporary geographical issues and provide support for all our presenters.

28 | fa2 SEGSYR 2dzNJ KIFyla G2 GK2a8 Ayg2f 0SSR
Dr Sophie Hadfiel Af £ | yR | St Sy W2Ky a PHilEomasbnSEXr3a/ 2YY L
Catherine Oliver, Caitlin Hafferty and Jack Lowe.

Finally, a big thank you to the Research and Higher Education Team, without whom an
online MidTerm would not have happened! Your support in the organisation and planning
of this eventis greatly appreciated and we are grateful for the provision of conference
prizes too.

Ly GKS ¥F2ff 2 ¢ Aahyperlidked SantEnts dadyelzdibre infdmafidR about

SIFOK 2F (GUKS aSaairzyas AyOf dRAysSSmardf YAY3IEA | YR
information on the registration procesBlus find out how you can win one of two £30

National Book Tokens in the Schedule!

Please continue to keep an eye on duritter and on our websitegspostgradforum.ordor
any further updates.

PGF Committee
The Postgraduate Forum Committee, 262121


https://twitter.com/pgf_rgsibg
https://rgspostgradforum.org/
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Through registering for the conference, you will receive access to all conference sessions.

You will also receive a link to join the conference Slack page. We will use this space for
networking outside of the live conference sessions and each reseasap giill have a
dedicated channel. Our Poster Session Q&A will also take place on a dedicated channel.


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/postgraduate-forum-midterm-conference-tickets-146779362023
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WELCOME
#PGFMT2021

Join us on théostgraduate Forum Twitter pa@t 0900 BSTo hear from some of the

/I 2YYAGGSSY (Stt dza oKIF(G @2dzQNB t221Ay3 T2NB I

minute questions before the presentations begin!

Our welcome will include a video put together by the committee. A transcript will be
available on the Postgraduate Forum website, the link to which will be provided in the video
Tweet.

SESSION-ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHIES RESEARCH GROUP

1000- 1200 BST
Zara BabakordiZ(Babakordi2Z@newcastle.ac)uk
Geographical (dis)connections: experiences of (dis)connection within
the research process

The COVIR9 pandemic has had (and continues to have) an enormous impact on global

value chains across a multitude of sectors around the world. From prohibition to-panic
buying, we have witnessed the volatility of value chains, including +sediiar disuptions

and disconnections. We also see widening inequalities, tensions, and injustices across the
Wi SYy3dkKQ 2F (GKSA&S OKFIAY&aAX FNRBY LINRBRdAzOGAZ2Y X

Through an interactive and reflective session, we would like to imggearchers who are
working broadly around themes associated with global value chains to consider and discuss
the ways in which they see new connections, reconnections, and/or disconnections within
their research area(s). Interactive story telling meth@tring your paper and pens!) will be
used to help guide the session and to facilitate a space within which participants can reflect
on broad topic areas such as theory, methodology, empirical work (and more).

R


https://twitter.com/PGF_RGSIBG
mailto:Z.Babakordi2@newcastle.ac.uk
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SESSION-ENERGY GEOGRAPHIES RESEAROUP
1300- 1500 BST

Joe Lawleygel6jwi@leeds.ac.)kAlice Garvey and Kate Scott
Emerging Energy Geography: PGR Research Review

1300- Intro & Icebreaker
1310- ResearchPresentations: Part 1

Name and institution Hiromi Inagaki, National University of Singapore
Title ¢NIF OAYy3a /2yySOGA2ya 2F Wt 2SN L
Methodology

for Studying Uneven Expansions of Bioenergy Production
Abstract
This paper examinds YS(GK2R2ft 23A0Ff G22f 2F GNI OAy3 WLJ
has employed for her doctoral research on the uneven expansion process of sugarcane
based electricity generation and circulation in Northeast Thailand. The paper first discusses
key rotions of infrastructure drawing on Marxist geographical thought on circulations and
material politics of infrastructure conceptualised in science and technology studies (STS).
The paper then illustrates 1) material and discursive practices on infrastascthat were
GNF OSR Ay GKS &addzReT HO ySé 2N £t GSNBSR OANDd
and 3) their (un)intended effects on material flows that have shaped the recent expansion
of sugar production and electricity generation in paular areas. The paper shows that the
FGGaGSyGAzy SaLlSOoArtte (2 WSEGSyaraotSQ LBR26SNI 3
electricity authorities and geographically confined sugar producers may achieve favorable
positions in ‘power' circulation. The pdS NJ | NAdzSa GKIF G GKS GNF OAy 3
as a methodology would allow for investigating the spatial and temporal connections of
varied visions and materialities.

Name and institution Nidhi Srivastava, Jawaharlal Nehru University

Title Minerals for Just Energy Transition: Unearthing a new
conundrum

Abstract

As several countries embark upon a journey to low carbon pathways, the actual and
sustained energy transition is dependent on availability and accessibility of raw materials
needed for renewable energy and energy efficient technologies. It is estimatéeéleagy
transition will be extremely mineral intensive since clean energy technologies require more
materials than fossils (The World Bank, 2020). In the last few years, scholars have tried to
engage with the theory of justice in energy and transitiorQW4uley et al have defined

energy justice in terms of distributional, procedural and recognition justice (2013). The
concept has been expanded to include restorative justice to correct the mistakes of energy
sector (Heffron & McCauley, 2017). The discounsgust energy transition has revolved
around minimising negative impacts on people dependent on fossils or ensuring greater
employment opportunities in renewables or low carbon sectors (IISD, 2018)(Tsani, 2020),
but not on the impact of critical mineraixtraction needed for such transition. Minerals and
Energy have been treated as two distinct sectors, in policy as well as academia, neglecting
their interdependence.

Justice in energy transition has been viewed in a very localised context, one of ensuring
justice for people getting affected by decarbonisation in terms of losing jobs due to a shift
from fossil fuel. While intergenerational aspect is integrated, inter jurisdictional aspect is


mailto:ee16jwl@leeds.ac.uk
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not discussed, especially when energy transition in one jurisdics completely

dependent on raw material from another jurisdiction.

The proposed presentation argues for extending the domain of energy justice to go beyond
a narrow interpretation of decarbonisation, and extend to securing raw material for energy
transtion.

Name and Institution Zoe Chateau, University of Exeter
Title Imaginations of the local in the wind energy transition: a

spatial approach to wind deployment imaginaries in France
Abstract
In wind deployment policies, projects, debates adlwe contestations, the 'local’ has
become a recurring theme, seemingly crystallising conflicts, consensual discourses, as well
as possibilities for a fairer and more acceptable energy transition. In that respect, it is a
gateway into how different groupsnagine the wind energy transition and relate to its
sociospatial dimensions. My PhD projects analyses how the local is discursively constructed
by actors engaged in the production, negotiation and contestation of wind energy
deployment in France at twscales of action: in national wind energy discourses and
debates, and in local disputes around specific wind projects. It develops a spatial approach
to the concept of sociotechnical imaginaries to analyse interrelations between images of the
local and imginaries of wind energy deployment at different scales. Combining national
discourse analysis to two wind project casgtedies, it investigates whether and how
different constructions of the local are points of contention between diverging
sociotechnicalmaginaries. By this, it hopes to contribute to understandings of how energy
transitions are produced as collective and contested sepatial projects, and of the ways
specific representations of space, place, scale and publics are used to frame anthlegit
sociotechnical imaginaries.

1355- Break

1400- Justa-Minute Presentations

Name and institution Ami Crowther, University of Manchester

Title The impactof Covidacp 2y DNBIF G SNI-carboi OKS & S
ambitions

Abstract

Towns, cities and citsegions across the UK have declared ambitions to become net zero
FKSIR 2F GKS ylraAaz2ylf 3F208SNYyYSyGiQa GFNBSG 27
developed to support these ambitions, with each reflecting the context, resources and

motivations ofthe area in which they are situated. Greater Manchester intends to become

net zero by 2038; a whole systems approach has been proposed to support this, which

outlines actions relating to energy generation, transport, and housing. The timeline of

achievingnet zero by 2038 in Greater Manchester, and the whole systems approach

developed, involves the implementation of a range of initiates and strategies. A number of

these were planned to be launched in 2020 but priorities shifted in response to the-C@®vid

pk YRSYAO® ¢2 &dzLJL2 NI -mipES yWNBD 21 @ OB Q 2FNR Y WIANB
WodzA ft RAYy3 o0F Ol 0SG3GSNR KI JSnatdivabsbae.DrRawingi 0 2 G K
upon initial reflections of interviews conducted with a range of actors assatiaith

DNBI (i SNJ al y-ééhirdnSti@idcluding @éombined authority officials, local

government policy makers, politicians, academics and actigigtis presentation will

outline their views onhow Covid p Kl & A Y LI OG SR -carttoSambitioise NB I A 2
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Name and institution Gloria Serra Coch, HERUS lab, Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de
Lausanne

Title Diffusion of Innovation in the Energy Landscape: The Role of
Supply and Demand Side Network Effects for Integrated

Energy
Management Systems

Abstract

The uptake of innovative and new technologies is key for the success of the energy
transition in Switzerland and beyond. Previous research has shown that both, access to
reliable information and peeeffects, can have a sigiuént effect on the uptake of new
technologies by consumers. In this project we aim at better understanding information
diffusion patterns and peeeffects on the supply and the demand side in all three linguistic
areas in Switzerland with different regi@pecific contextual factors. We do this by looking
at information exchange networks between suppliers of integrated energy management
systems linking photovoltaics and electmwbility, as well as the acteretworks and
information sources influencing iegtment decisions of individuals, i.e. honaad car

owners. By taking a distinct network view, we identify who are central information carriers,
which channels of information exchange are of special importance for innovation diffusion
in Switzerland, antvhere are key leverage points that could be targeted to increase the
uptake of innovative technological solutions by consumers.

Name and institution Lucy Maddox, University of Nottingham
Title A Climate of Change or Conserving the Status QuoEi&ey
Transition and Rural Landscape Conservation in UK National
Landscapes: An Introduction

Abstract
How do sustainable energy futures and rural landscape conservation interact? Climate
/| K y3d3Sy RSAONAOGSR I a KdzYl  keuire® fundameltal G Sad O2y
changes to the way we live our lives socially, politically and through technological
development. This presents particular challenges for the management of rural landscapes
such as the UK National Landscapes, including the Cotswods of Outstanding Natural

S| dzii & @ ¢tKSaS NS fFNBS INBIFIa RSaA3aylriSR | a
landscape conservation and protection; whilst also being home to a hybrid of resident
communities, businesses and industry; and ictnghly valued tourist destinations
FOGNI OGAYy3 YAftA2ya 2F GAaAG2NAE LISNI &8SI N
flIyYyRAOFLISQ woKSNBoe SySNHe fFyRaoOlLlSa KI @S
M in 2008] will enable the inhabite@ind modified cultural landscape, whose histories and
current conditions reflect technologies, policies and social values of energy generation and
systems over time to be explored. It is posited that by attending to the dwostorical
narratives ofthe bl A2y L+t [FyRaolFILSa yR Oly2e¢fSR3
fIryRaOlFLISaQsx GKIG GKS @I tdzSa YR RNAGSNAE (KI
future energy landscape change can be understood in parallel.

(@]]
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Name and institution Lucas Barng, TU Wien
Title ¢tKSNBUa 2yfte 2yS GRé¢ Ay {YIFNI DN
Abstract

The discourse on the promises of Smart Grid development is narrated by four "d's":
Digitisation, decarbonisation, decentralisation and democratisation. While the first "d" is an
inevitable perequisite for Smart Grid systems, | argue that the other three "d's" are at best
optional. Decarbonisation depends on the technologies of choice (ranging from generation
to storage and ICT technology), decentralisation might hold true for the physycaitlaut

not necessarily for institutional structures or regulation, and democratisation seems in most
instance to be misunderstood for market liberalisation and individualisation. Particularly the
last "d" appears flawed as little elements of classicdinitons of democracy, such as

w20 SNI ! © Drieftdd QrincipledNd aif&tiva participation, freedom of choice,
enlightened understanding, citizen control over the agenda and inclusiveness, seem to be
inscribed in Smart Grids material and immaal structures. At the example of the Indian
Smart Grid Mission (NSGM), | argue that instead of decentralisation and democratisation
the transformation of the Indian energy system comprises a tendency towards
centralisation of authority and the roll back democratic federal institutions and

regulations. | therefore suggest to take Smart Grid literally and characterise it with one "d".

Name and institution AlexandraElena Vitel, University of Leeds

Title The challenges of linking persomabbility and domestic
energy

Abstract

Traditionally, transport and energy are seen as two separate fields of activity with a low
correlation. However, the citizens of cities do not normally separate their lives between the

two. Rather, both domains nually shape human lives and form what we commonly call

lifestyle. As technological innovation in mobility, especially electromobility, tries to unite the

two areas more and more, it becomes increasingly clear that the interaction between

sectors, inthi©lF &S SYySNHe&> GNIyalLRNI yR KSIFGX KAIKCE
2F aeailisSvya LINRPOfSYQd ¢KAA ONRy3Ia (G2 fAIKG |y
establish the smart energy system of the future, it is necessary to unite the seediff

sectors. The operationalization of this conceptual understanding, however, remains

challenging. At the structural level, the energy system requires a functional strategy to

stabilize a system that will hinge on fluctuating renewable energy sourchkeie e

involvement of several users in a single smart grid depends on this, the realistic

achievement of efficiency goals, which lead to lifestyles that sustain sufficient energy
consumption, are highly dependent on the end user's behaviour. This uaaelisg begs

for attention in a virtuous circlecircularly from beginning to end.
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Name and institution Chloe Baruffa, University of Geneva
Title Negotiating new frontiers in sustainable energy production:
hydropowerdevelopment in recently deglaciated Swiss
mountain regions
Abstract
As glacial lakes are rapidly forming in the Alps as a result of human induced climate change
and glacier retreat, so are plans to exploit their potential for hydropower generation and
storage. In the last ten years, policy plans and narratives have shifted from considering
glacial lakes as a source of risk to an opportunity for renewable energy production. While
the formation of these lakes creates opportunities to expand the limityafropower
production on new territories, it also raises a number of unprecedented questions related
to the legal status of glaciers and their waters, the long term impacts of glacier retreat on
hydropower production, and the compromises that societieswailéng to accept with
respect to environmental regulations, landscape preservation, and renewable energy
transitions in the context of climate change. Building on discursive approaches to policy
change, the two main objectives of my PhD thesis are teetthe evolution of plans to build
reservoirs on Swiss glacial lakes from the early 1990s to today and to analyze the specific
RSOSt2LIYSYyld 2F (GKS ¢NAFI RFEY LINR2SOGx (KS 02
melted glacier.

Name and institution Jane May Morrison, University of Exeter
Title A Town Called Eco: Laesa@rbon transport practices in an
English ecdown
Abstract
LY HnanyZ GKS 'Y 320SNYYSyYylG-iRyYRBWADBR LJ | ya
developments to pioneer ways of solgithe climate crisis. But today, after massive policy
changes and economic recession, are Ukdmaelopments actually lowetzarbon? And if
not, why? And what other policies, infrastructure, economic changes or campaigns might
help them hit NetZero carbortargets in future? My case study research uses survey,
R20dzYSy iz YR AYGSNIASS RiAdy Qide LAly ASa1G%&3 |G SLI
theoretical perspective, and looks at the practices of stakeholders and residents alike.
Multiple aspects of dearbonization are examined, but this omeinute presentation will
focus on transport. Does the evidence show this-eman having belowaverage transport
emissions? No, not yet. Survey results show a negatively significant association between the
length oftime a resident has lived there, and pukiiansporttaking, r(206) =.19, p =.005.
Survey results also show 61% of residentssgdbrt taking transport less often. This
presentation will briefly outline three ways to help UK a®velopments (+ other
developments!) to hit CO2 targets: increased frequency of public transport, spatial
placement and service availability in new developments, and internal cycle/pedestrian route
connectivity.
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Name and institution Mathias Koepke, Utrecht University
Title SDG 7 and the city: The {pmaking of urban and

infrastructural heterogeneity through access initiatives in

Greater Maputo
Abstract
9y SNHe& | 00Saa F2NJIfftQ AYyAGAlIOGAQ@®SE Ay GKS 3f
connecting margini&ed, rural populations through a combination of centralized grids and
alternative societechnical solutions. Across energy geography and development studies,
attention to the urban ramifications of such initiatives in largely missing so far. Yet,
affordability and reliability of centralized grids in cities are greatly affected by energy access
policies, innately linking spaces often investigated separately. In this presentation, | mobilize
recent debates on urban and infrastructural heterogeneity as a tennvestigate the
complex and partially adverse outcomes of SBgaided policies across diverse urban
agglomerations. Empirically, | focus on Greater Maputo, Mozambique. Here, massive
O2yySOGA2Yy OF YLI A3ya {KNBI G Kyer tariK Bcreds@siahdh (1 & Q a
strain distribution infrastructures. In turn, engser aspects for electricity access such as
affordability and reliability are growing challenges. An analysis of diverse case study
neighborhoods reveals the diverse and complaekcomes across Greater Maputo which
partially counteract policy goals and complicate the struggle for integrated sustainable
urban development. With factual grid accessibility threatened, hybrid and heterogeneous
electricity constellations become even marmportant. Investigating these constellations
highlights questionable, pladeased outcomes in terms of social, environmental and
economic performance.

Name and institution Ben Robinson, University of Nottingham
Title TIME to Change: Rethinking Stuistdole Energy Access
Abstract

Achieving Sustainable Development Goal 7, sustainable energy for all, by 2030 represents a
considerable challenge. Currently, 40% of the global population do not have sustainable
energy access, and instead rely on burningrases to satisfy their energy needs. Despite a
long history of Improved Cookstove (ICS) initiatives across the globe, many interventions fail
at persuading endisers to sustainably use ICS past the adoption phase. Resulting in many
ICS falling out of use oa project partners depart. These failures are often due to the
energytechnology for povertyalleviation discourse being shaped by ever more complex
technologies rather than social methodologies such as understandingigsdpriorities

and complex contexal barriers to sustained use. In this paper, we present a novel
gualitative implementation model, the Technology Implementation Model for Energy

(TIME), for practitioners and policymakers that focuses on three core areas; to rethink
impact, to understandiifferences in practitioner perception and ener reality, and to
champion a ceproduced approach with all energy key stakeholders. TIME is the first energy
implementation model to blend Social Enterprise, Appropriate Technology, Water, Hygiene
and Saration behavioural change models and International Development planning tools
whilst advocating a value driven approach centred aroungraluction, ownership, use of
resources and equality.
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Name and institution Muez Ali, UCL
Title Migration, Land Policy and Electricity Access in Rwanda
Abstract

Land is scarce in Rwanda, a small, mountainous country with a high population density and
a historic reliance on agriculture for food security. The genocide in 1994 made matters
worse. The dstruction of homes and a mass exodus left a lot of Rwandans and returnees
homeless. In December 1996, the Ministry of Public Works in Rwanda issued instructions to
restructure unplanned urban areas and regroup the rural population. The lack of a coherent
policy to address issues of human settlements increased unplanned residential areas in rural
and urban areas. In 2004, the government drafted and enacted the National Human
Settlement Policy. In urban areas, the policy aimed to organise urban sprawlalareas,

the government designed a resettlement (villagisation) programme, where residents are
grouped into new settlement centres, called "Imidugudu”, where the government hoped to
provide agricultural land, access to markets and public services. Qhe ptiblic services is
electricity. This research uses the Rwanda MTF household energy consumption survey to
investigate the effect of the resettlement policy on the likelihood of households having
access to electricity, specifically the effect of liviimgn Imidugudu on the likelihood of a
household having a connection to the national grid.

Name and institution Alejandra Ise, Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Cientificas y
Técnicas
Title Energy Geography in Argentina and South America

Abstrad (Alejandra Ise, Consejo Nacional de Investigaciones Cientificas y Técnicas):

At the beginning of the 21st century, South American countries diversify their energy
supply, dominated by hydrocarbons and hydroelectricity. They valorize unconventional
resouces, renewable and nerenewable. Goals behind this are to provide new and better
services, eradicate poverty, gain autonomy and security, and mitigate emissions of
greenhouse gases. In Argentina, harnessing of photovoltaic and wind energy expands
throughsmallscale distributed installations and large centralized plants. As of 2010,
unconventional hydrocarbons, with gas as protagonist, are exploited. With the shifting of
production and resource access boundaries, on a national and continental levelyenerg
maps are redrawn. The trend towards regional energy specialization is highlighted. The aim
of this proposal is to present a trajectory of transdisciplinary research on energy issues,
articulating results of individuajdoctoral and postdoctoraland colective work, developed
in a framework of interinstitutional, international cooperation. In the transition towards a
more inclusive and less polluting model, the evolution of steahnical systems modifies
the Argentine and South American energy geograpmgorporating new productive
territories. At the same time, possibilities of-constructing projects, extending services
and promoting regional integration emerge.
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Name and institution Ana Watson, University of Calgary

Title Natural Gas Exdction and Conflict in Upper Amazonia:
5A302dz2NBESa YR t26SNJ Ay t SNHzQa /

Abstract

Natural gas extraction in Amazonia is deeply connected to questions of colonial power and

territory. While many studies have addressed extraction conflicts, fexe lexamined the

sociapolitical foundations of discourses and power behind the negotiations and acceptance

of extractivism in indigenous communities. Biological conservation, climate change

mitigation and development approaches have shed light on indigetigalihoods and the

ecological importance of the Amazon, but tend to overlook their mutual constitutions with

strategies of power and knowledge production during extraction negotiations. Drawing on

political ecology, my study helps to uncover those dyitanby examining the roles of

power and knowledge in defining environmental impacts and in influencing social

acceptability of hydrocarbon operations across cultural worldviews and a-sualtar

3S23aANI LIK@d ad& NBaSINOK F2 Ostrinataryf gad gédfect.a G dzRe Ol

Some praise it as a national example of sustainable and clean energy by defining its impacts

G2 &l OOSLIiloftSé¢ tS@Stad ¢KAa NBASINOK SEF YAy

process in which power and knowledge prodantplays important (but usually hidden)

roles in meaningnaking and behavior. This research generates theoretical contributions for

the political and cultural understanding of energy extraction negotiations and conflicts for

indigenous communities that eloved with and are affected by hydrocarbon extractivism.

1425- Research Presentations: Part 2

Name and institution Sylvere Hategekimana, Chalmers University of Technology,
Department of Technology Management and Economics
Title Energygeography in East Africa: spatial dimensions of

renewable energy transitions and sociotechnical change
Abstract
East African countries have pledged to achieve sustainable energy for all by 2030. The
achievement of this goal implies changes in howetegs organize electricity supply and
use. However, access to modern energy services remains limited and fragmented. Many
contextual challenges hinder access to modern energy to become a driver for socio
economic development. There are spatial differenicethe organization of renewable
energy and fossil fuels systems that call for a focus on geographical aspects of energy
transitions. This study aims to contribute to the understanding of the role of spatial
dimensions of the energy transition for ruraatrsformation processes in East Africa. Gavin
Bridge has proposed a comprehensive framework on energy transition geographies which
includes six elements: location, landscape, territoriality, scaling, spatial differentiation, and
spatial embeddedness and atiependencies. The application of this framework in the
Global North has been useful in analyzing the spatial patterns of energy transitions.
However, its relevance to modern energy mixes for East Africa remains to be seen. By
operationalizing this frameuwrk through a theoretical review in the East African context, we
analyse evidence in soegpatial relations, such as trends in the development of resources,
flows of finance and knowledge, territorialities, actor networks and power dynamics as well
as thar effects on rural transformation in Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Tanzania. Results
show that the location dynamics of electricity are characterized by the scramble for
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available energy resources. This has contributed to the considerable increase in

electridty generation, with Kenya emerging at the forefront.

The energy landscape in East Africa has been characterized by a constellation of expanding
material infrastructures ranging from hydropower and geothermal infrastructures targeting
the modernization agnda. Transnational flows of knowledge and resources spurred by the
World Bank and the implementation of the FebdTariffs policies have caused

considerable changes in the electricity landscape, especially in Uganda. The diversification
of actors has mael possible the emergence of three territories respectively controlled by

the state, private sector and communities. These territories reflect vurbhn inequalities

in term of access to electrification. This spatial differentiation has made electricity a
contested phenomenon in rural areas with a minor contribution to s@donomic
transformation. The review identifies data and knowledge gaps indicating the need to
conduct empirical studies to fully materialize each dimension of the framework. This would
permit the identification of centrgeriphery dynamics of ongoing and potential
transformation processes in Rwanda.

Name and institution Majd Jayyousi, University of Manchester

Title Electricity infrastructures, developmental aspirations and just
transitions in Kenya

Abstract

Works on sustainable transitions are increasingly recognising the importance of balancing

climate concerns with socieconomic considerations. Just transitions approaches therefore

emerged to critically assess pathways tloa carbon future that ensure social and

SO2y2YAO 2dzZAGA0Sd® 2A0K AlGa FYoAGAZ2ya G2 | OKA

transition requires closing the electricity access gap, improving ®manomic wellbeing,

and meeting climate changargets. Within that context, this paper assesses energy

transitions in Kenya considering its developmental aspirations. To achieve that, the paper

looks at energy policies and strategies in Kenya and examines how they shape

infrastructural transformationgccompanying sustainability transitions. It analyses how

YSyel Qa O2YYAGYSyd (2 GKS Y2RSNYyAal A2y | yR

impacts electrification in the country and seeks to understand its implications on just energy

futures.
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SESSION-FRANSPORT GEOGRAPHIES AND GENDER AND FEMINIST GEOGRAPHIE!
1500- 1700 BST

Zhengyue Warzfiengyue.wan.17@ucl.ac.yénd Olivia Engle

Women in the UKransport sector: where are we now, and where

are we going?

Although feminist geographers and women in the transport sector have been advancing
gender perspectives on mobility, their contributions to safe, inclusive, and sustainable
transport are insufficiently acknowledged. This session will be a panel discussion of female
practitioners working in key areas of the UK transport sector. The panel will be asked
guestions about their experiences as women in the transport sector, theideyeor

feminist perspectives in enacting sustainable and gendelusive transport, and how

women postgraduates can move towards working in the transport sector. This session will
conclude with questions from audience members for the panel.

Dr Lucy Mahoney Senior Manager, Walking and CyclingC40 Cities
Email:imahoney@c40.org

Kris Beuret OBE, FICHT, TPP, MMRS Director, Social Research Associates
Email:krisbeuret@sraltd.co.uk

Sarah Wixey Associate Director
Net Zero EmissionBransport at Tetra Tech
Europe
Email:Sarah.Wixey@tetratech.com

Helen Mathews Head of Corporate Planning at Nex\sxus
Email:helen.mathews@nexus.org.uk

Lynn Sloman Director, Transport for Quality of Life
Email:lynn@transportforgualityoflife.com



mailto:zhengyue.wan.17@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:Sarah.Wixey@tetratech.com
mailto:helen.mathews@nexus.org.uk
mailto:lynn@transportforqualityoflife.com
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SESSION-ZALKING ABOUT POSTGRADUATE MENTAL HEALTH
0900- 1000 BST
Dr. Maddy Thompson

This workshop will provide a space for discussions about postgraduate students and mental
health, recognising the ongoing impact of CO¥®DMental healths affecting the HE

academy more broadly, however, many of the struggles faced by staff are amplified for
postgraduates. Furthermore, postgraduate researchers, in their uncomfortable position of
neither staff nor student are often overlooked in institut@rand national discussions.

This workshop hopes to provide an opportunity for postgraduates to connect and have a
space to share their concerns and strategies for survival. The workshop will also provide
information on what the RGS and other Geographésslociations are doing in regards to
the mental health of members, as well as provide an opportunity for the postgraduate
community to feedback key concerns to the RGS.

Please note, this is not a training session on mental health, nor is it run bytalrhealth
professional, instead, this is a discussion space. The workshop will not be recorded, but it is

K2LJISR RAaOdzaaAzya OFy O2yiAydzS | FGSNBI NRAZ

but would like to be involvedn.thompsonl@keele.ac.uk

a
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SESSION-%EOGRAPHIES OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES R

1000- 1200 BST
Emma BatesH.Bates2@I|boro.ac.yand Dr Maria Alfaro Muioz
Geographies ofhildren, youth and families: what is one challenge
that you have faced during your PhD so far?

The session will begin with the below presentations. They will be followed by a break and
time for questions and discussion.

Name and institution Alice Leyman, Portsmouth University

Title My Challenge: Being a Parent of a Child with Autism whilst
NBaSINOKAYy3I / KAftRNBY |yR , 2dzy3 t
from Society

Abstract

My inspiration for my PhD is my daughter and helve defies assumptions and

preconceptions about a young person with autigrparticularly with her creativeness,

imagination, and social skills exclusively during cosplay. As a parent of an autistic child, |

am both included and excluded from the commuratyd this is tricky for data collection. |

have a good deal of knowledge of autism and live with autism, but as a neurotypical | am, in

part, excluded. With my research | wish to challenge assumptions and increase awareness

to

empower individuals with augm and increase inclusiveness particularly through

ascertaining their perspectives and voice, however | also have a neurotypical daughter and |

do parent her differently. Am I no better than society? Will this be viewed as hypocritical?

How do | create trat with other children and young people with autism if | am not included

in their life spaces?

Name and institution Ellen Bishop, University of Leicester

Title Negotiating the Roles of Researcher and Teaching Assistant in
Ethnographic Research

Abstract

This presentation will discuss the challenge of taking on the role of a Teaching Assistant

(TA) to conduct ethnographic research for my PhD on the Geographies of Secondary School

Pupils with English as an Additional Language (EAL). | tdbk oole of a TA to immerse

myself in the classroom and gain insights into the everyday experiences of EAL pupils and

the actors of support around them. However, this led to many complicated situations where

my priorities as a TA and researcher were atodith each other, exacerbated by my lack

of

TA training and feelings of anxiety around my abilities as a TA and feelings of out of

placeness. Whilst currently writing up my analysis, | reflect on this challenge and how it has

impacted my research findings


mailto:E.Bates2@lboro.ac.uk
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Name and institution Poppy Budworth, University of Manchester and
GetYourBellyOut

Title WSaSINOKAY3I gA0GK &2dzy3 wW2ad2YlF 4GS
positionality?

Abstract

CKAY1AYy3a lo2dzi WLRaAAOGA2YIEAGEQ YR WLISNBR2YI

research, but how are these put into practice, and how do new researchers navigate these

big ideas? My main focus as a new Postgraduate Researcher has been theodsing a

designing ethical and reflexive research. A goal for my first year was to establish a creative

and flexible methodological framework which centres the participavite, whilst

acknowledging how | might impact on (and be impacted by) research procasdes

SyO2dzy iSNE® ¢g¢g2 | alLlSOota 2F GKS LINRP2SOG RSaA-3

practice:(1) establishing and nurturing a supportive and advisory relationship with the

LINE 2 S O-padder @etYfur8ellyOu), and(2) writing a field diary, which acts as a tool

G2 NBFESOG 2y Y& WSY2GA2yIlf Sy3aF3asSyYSy-iQ 6AlK

OFNB ai0NI(iS38Q O6[ARRAIFINR HAMTYpnuo® ¢KA& LINBa

and provides space to discuss how others negotiate with this.

Name and institution Helen Woolley, Newcastle University

Title Ethical Conduct Towards Participants and Self as a Junior
Social Researcher of Children
Abstract
Research with children &complex and ongoing process, punctuated with critical moments,
where researchers need to be ethically mindful. Gallagher (2009) highlights the importance
of ethical conduct towards yourself and your participants. | found the process of
institutional ethical approval deeply problematic; a strategy | developed was to view it
topographically as a set of jigsaws that lay on top of each other: institutional ethics;
positionality both personal and professional; understanding childhoods; methodological
issues rather than pieces of one very large jigsaw. By highlighting the areas of similarity
and difference between the layers, it supported me to recognise when to be pragmatic or
dynamic in my approach. A concern expressed by many is that the ethical committee
process can turn this complexity into an exercise inf@m f t Ay3 WR2Ay3 NB&SIH
found this approach helped me to operate ethically when taking pragmatic process driven
actions.


https://getyourbellyout.org.uk/
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Name and institution Simeon Shtebunae®irmingham City University

Title Recruiting teenager participants onlinetermediaries,
challenges and strategies
Abstract
Recruiting and collecting data from teenager participants has traditionally been a
challenging prospect. As a demograpinncler competing pressures, researchers often have
had to resort to employing intermediarieschools, teachers, youth workers and parents.
However, throughout the pandemic traditional recruitment strategies quickly became
unavailable. As a PhD studentire beginning of the data collection period, the pandemic
quickly challenged my approach, ethical consideration and recruitment channels.
Responding to the challenges of reaching young people directly online, very different
strategies of recruitment werdeveloped, some of which worked and others failed. This
presentation will give an overview of the process of recruiting teenager participants online
and hopefully provide some insights to other researchers struggling with data collection.

Name and institition Liz Ackerley, University of Manchester

Title Making sense of messy data: Writing about, through and

within times of change
Abstract
Throughout my PhD research | have been thinking about, talking about, and seeking to
capture processes of chge. Working with a youth charity navigating internal
organisational shifts and a difficult funding context after a decade of austerity, as well as
young activists working to challenge inequality at multiple scales, my research is both about,
and conductedvithin, times of significant social and economic change. Post fieldwork | was
faced with pages of ethnographic fieldwork notes and transcripts from interviews and group
discussions, leaving me overwhelmed and unsure how to make sense of it all. In this
presentation | hope to share my thinking and invite discussion about how | have worked
through this challenge, drawing on ideas about the importance of temporality in researching
a20ALf OKIy3aS FyR @2dzy3 LIS2L) SQa tModSa 0aO[ S
Varvantakis and Aruldoss, 2017; Maynard, 2018).

Name and institution Louise Meincke, University of Dundee

Title Archewhat? Finding my way through the breadéimd-depth
method and archeological metaphors
Abstract
| stumbled across the nimin of using archeological metaphors to describe the bresdtt
depth method for analysing a large corpus of secondary qualitative data. The academic
debate about how to approach and handle large qualitative datasets, while still remaining
true to the rigour, integrity and nuancing of such research, is still a relatively new field.
Tasked with analysing the largest ever database of the lives of steewtected youth, the
breadth-and-depth method as developed by Edwards et al (2019) is a welcome starting
point, setting outafowd G0 SLJ F LILIINR I OK® . SKAYR (KAa YSGK2R
for enabling exploration of the dataset to tease out different actors, situations, places and
times. This archeological metaphor is attributed to Seale (2004)santlised by Edwards et
Ff 6nnmpd G2 WSyl ofS GKS NBaSIFENOKSNI 2 GKAY]
no further elaboration on the issue can be found in the literature to date. What would be
the potential next steps as a budding PhD smid® approach this emerging field?
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SESSION-QUANTITATIVE METHODS RESEARCH GROUP
1300- 1500 BST

Patrick Ballantynep(j.ballantyne@liverpool.ac.gland Rachael
Sanderson

Becoming an Early Career Researcher: The Ups and Downs of a PhD
and Beyond

Join the Quantitative Methods Research Group (QMRG) for an excaimversation with

Early Career Researchers (ECRs) from across the discipline. The session will focus on life
beyond the PhD, including the transitions into research and teaching fellowships,
permanent lectureships, as well as other p&3tD routes includg industrial positions and

gap years.

During the panel we will discuss the various experiences, advice and lessons learned by

ECRs, providing a diverse insight into how unique some of these can be, and evaluating

GKS NBfS (2 6KAOK &a2YS 2F (KS&aS WLladsKsg!l 8aQ K
be conversing with our panellists to identify some issues and/or opportunities that

current PhD students/ECRs may experience in the field.

The panel will be made up of a broad variety of ECRs, each with different stories to tell
about their careepathways, disciplinary backgrounds and experiences-pog. Although

the panel is made up of ECRs from primarily quantitative and methaded disciplines,

we feel this session will appeal to all PhD students and ECRs in the academic community

Alec Davies Data Scientist,
Pets at Home Group

Andrew MacLachlan Lecturer in Spatial Data Science,
Centre for Advanced Spatial Analysis.

Flurina Wartmann Lecturer in Geography and Environment,
University of Aberdeen.

Gwilym Owen, Research Associaiie Public Health Policy and Systems,
University of Liverpool.

Hyesop Shin Research Associate in Geospatial Data Science,
University of Glasgow.

Isabel Williams Teaching Fellow in Quantitative Human Geography,
Durham University.

Joanna Wilkin Lecturer in Social and Geographic Data Science,
University College London.

Nick Hood Teaching and Research Fellow,
University of Leeds.

S.M. Labib Research Associate,
University of Cambridge.

Vikki Houlden Lecturer in Urban Data Science,

University of Leeds.


mailto:p.j.ballantyne@liverpool.ac.uk
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SESSION-LZATIN AMERICAN GEOGRAPHIES RESEARCH GROUP

1500- 1700 BST
Elizabeth Chang(izabeth.chant.17@ucl.ac.pand Francesca Ferlicca
Latin American Geographies in the UK

The Latin American Geographies in the UK Research NetworRJKAG a group of
researchers based in the UK and elsewhere who wlméely with geographical ideas and
practices in Latin America, including building relationships with diverse civil society
movements and organizations, as well as academic institutions.

This session will combine networking with presentations in our tibpeattendees can

connect with scholars from the UK and Latin America, as well as from across the RGS
LI2ad3aAN) Rdzr 6S O2YYdzyAdGed 2SS gAff o6SIAAY HAIGK |
invited to share a brief summary of their current research, R o6& (KNBS Wi Se
talks from expert members of our research group, and breakout group discussions.

We invite anyone with an interest in Latin America to come along to our session.
Participants are welcome to share their work in English, SpaniBlorduguese. Concept
presentations will be in English.

1500- Introduction, Elizabeth Chant and Francesca Ferlicca
1510- Lightning round presentations
1530- Concept presentations

Name and institution Dr Ana Laura Zavala Guillén, QMUL
Topic Territory

Name and institution Dr Matthew Richmond, LSE

Topic Gentrification / Hygenisation

Name and institution Dr Gabriel Silvestre, Newcastle University
Topic Right to the City / Insurgent Planning
1610- Break

1620- Guidedbreakout discussions
1635- Group feedback


mailto:elizabeth.chant.17@ucl.ac.uk

PGF SOCIAL & QUIZ

Tuesday 20 April 2021 | 1930 BST

Join us for a virtual social and quiz!

The quiz will have six rounds and last 30 minutes. We will then

Pe socialising from 2000 onwards.

MID-TERM CONFERENCE
19 - 23 APRIL 2021
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JOIN THE 2021/2022
PGF COMMITTEE

RGS-IBG Postgraduate Forum

Representing the Postgraduate Community of the RGS-IBG
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NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN

COMPLETE APPLICATION FORM BY FRI'9 APRIL

APPLY HERE

CLICK HERE

HUSTINGS HELD AT MID-TERM

ALL CANDIDATES ARE INVITED TO APPEAR IN
HUSTINGS ON WED 21 APRIL TO TELL OUR MID-TERM
ATTENDEES WHY THEY SHOULD VOTE FOR YOU!


https://rgspostgradforum.org/why-you-should-get-involved-in-the-rgs-postgraduate-forum?preview=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Uq6praPpiaD4FDOf3egFkvs202SWo-tZB8jGLebvOFo/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://rgspostgradforum.org/why-you-should-get-involved-in-the-rgs-postgraduate-forum?preview=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Uq6praPpiaD4FDOf3egFkvs202SWo-tZB8jGLebvOFo/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://rgspostgradforum.org/why-you-should-get-involved-in-the-rgs-postgraduate-forum?preview=true
https://rgspostgradforum.org/why-you-should-get-involved-in-the-rgs-postgraduate-forum?preview=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Uq6praPpiaD4FDOf3egFkvs202SWo-tZB8jGLebvOFo/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://rgspostgradforum.org/why-you-should-get-involved-in-the-rgs-postgraduate-forum?preview=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Uq6praPpiaD4FDOf3egFkvs202SWo-tZB8jGLebvOFo/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1Uq6praPpiaD4FDOf3egFkvs202SWo-tZB8jGLebvOFo/viewform?edit_requested=true
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