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WELCOME 
 
 
Hello, and welcome to the preliminary schedule for the 2021 Mid-Term Conference. We’re 
looking forward to bringing you a week full of fantastic sessions from the 19th to the 23rd 
April.  
 
In the following pages, you’ll find more information about each of the sessions, including 
timings and a brief abstract. If you would like to present in one of the sessions, please get in 
touch with the session chairs; unless otherwise stated on the session description, their 
contact details are available on each of the Research Group websites. 
 
Please continue to keep an eye on our Twitter and on our website rgspostgradforum.org for 
more information on registration and a complete schedule, which will include presenters’ 
details and abstracts.  
 
 
PGF Committee 
The Postgraduate Forum Committee, 2020-2021 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://twitter.com/pgf_rgsibg
https://rgspostgradforum.org/
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SCHEDULE OVERVIEW 
 

 Mon 19  Tues 20 Wed 21 Thurs 22 Fri 23 

0900-
1000 

PGF Welcome Workshop: 
Wellbeing 
 

 Talk: RGS 
PGR Support 

 

1000-
1200 

Economic Children, 
Youth & 
Families 
 

Poster Session Rural Keynote 

1300-
1500 

Energy Quantitative 
Methods 
 
 

Workshop: 
Fellowships & 
Funding 

Food Climate 
Change & 
Justice 

1500-
1700 

Transport & 
Gender 

Latin 
American 
 
 

#GeogComm 
Session 

Digital Closing & 
Poster 
Prizes 

1700-
1800 

  AGM Urban  

Evening  PGF Social Q&A (Slack)   
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE: MONDAY 19 APRIL 
 

WELCOME 
#PGFMT2021 
 
Join us on the Postgraduate Forum Twitter page at 0900 BST to hear from some of the 
Committee, tell us what you’re looking forward to during the conference, and ask any last 
minute questions before the presentations begin! 
 
Our welcome will include a video put together by the committee. A transcript will be 
available on the Postgraduate Forum website, the link to which will be provided in the video 
Tweet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESSION 1 - ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHIES RESEARCH GROUP 
1000 - 1200 GMT 
Session chair  Zara Babakordi 
Session title  Geographical (dis)connections: experiences of (dis)connection within 
   the research process 
Abstract 
Exploring the themes of connection and disconnection through research experiences which 
may, or may not, have been affected by Covid-19. Submissions are welcome from a wide 
range of topics, including the value of economic geography as a sub-discipline and 
reflections on changes to methodological approaches as a result of the pandemic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://twitter.com/PGF_RGSIBG
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SESSION 2 - ENERGY GEOGRAPHIES RESEARCH GROUP 
 
1300 - 1500 GMT 
Session chairs   Joe Lawley, Alice Garvey and Kate Scott  
Session title   Emerging Energy Geography: PGR Research Review 
Abstract 
An interactive session to showcase a wide range of PGR research from across the field 
of energy geographies, providing PGRs a platform to present, discuss and answer questions 
on their research in a supportive environment. 15-minute presentations and ‘Just a Minute’ 
presentations are welcome.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESSION 3 - TRANSPORT GEOGRAPHIES AND GENDER AND FEMINIST GEOGRAPHIES 
1500 - 1700 GMT 
Session chairs  Zhengyue Wan and Olivia Engle 
Session title  Women in the UK transport sector: where are we now, and where 
   are we going? 
Abstract 
Although feminist geographers and women in the transport sector have been advancing 
gender perspectives on mobility, their contributions to safe, inclusive, and sustainable 
transport are insufficiently acknowledged. This session will be in two parts. The first part 
will invite a transport geographer to give a brief keynote speech to introduce the session 
and contextualise the achievements of women in the transport sector in terms of gender 
parity and the move towards sustainable and gender-inclusive transport. There will be a 
brief question-and-answer session following the keynote.  
 
The second part will be a panel discussion of female practitioners working in key areas of 
the UK transport sector: government, consultancy and industry. The panel will be asked 
questions about their experiences as women in the transport sector, their gender or 
feminist perspectives in enacting sustainable and gender-inclusive transport, and how 
women postgraduates can move towards working in the transport sector. This session will 
conclude with questions from audience members for the panel. 
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE: TUESDAY 20 APRIL 
 

SESSION 4 - TALKING ABOUT POSTGRADUATE MENTAL HEALTH 
0900 - 1000 GMT 
Session chair  Dr. Maddy Thompson 
Abstract 
This workshop will provide a space for discussions about postgraduate students and mental 

health, recognising the ongoing impact of COVID-19. Mental health is affecting the HE 

academy more broadly, however, many of the struggles faced by staff are amplified for 

postgraduates. Furthermore, postgraduate researchers, in their uncomfortable position of 

neither staff nor student are often overlooked in institutional and national discussions.  

This workshop hopes to provide an opportunity for postgraduates to connect and have a 

space to share their concerns and strategies for survival. The workshop will also provide 

information on what the RGS and other Geographical associations are doing in regards to 

the mental health of members, as well as provide an opportunity for the postgraduate 

community to feedback key concerns to the RGS.   

Please note, this is not a training session on mental health, nor is it run by a mental health 

professional, instead, this is a discussion space. The workshop will not be recorded, but is 

hoped discussions can continue afterwards, so please do email Maddy if you can’t attend 

but would like to be involved: m.thompson1@keele.ac.uk 

 
 

SESSION 5 - GEOGRAPHIES OF CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES RESEARCH GROUP 
1000 - 1200 GMT 
Session chair  Emma Bates 
Session title  Geographies of children, youth and families: what is one challenge 
   that you have faced during your PhD so far?   
Abstract 
This session invites you to interpret the question ‘what is one challenge that you have faced 
during your PhD so far?’. This could be something such as encountering a theoretical gap or 
uncertainty during your literature review, difficulties associated with data collection, 
deciding on the scope of your PhD, or even working out what it all means! How did this 
challenge manifest itself, and how have you found dealing with it? Are you still stuck on it, 
or have you found a way through? Whatever you choose to focus on, this will be a 
supportive environment in which we will work together to provide constructive comments 
for all who attend the session – and hopefully share some strategies for managing the 
challenges discussed. 
We are interested in hearing from postgraduates and early career researchers at any stage 
of research within the field of geographies of children, youth and families, who would like 
the opportunity to share your thoughts about your research in a friendly and welcoming 
environment. 
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SESSION 6 - QUANTITATIVE METHODS RESEARCH GROUP 
1300 - 1500 GMT 
Session chairs  Patrick Ballantyne and Rachael Sanderson 
Session title  In conversation with Quantitative Methods Early Career Researchers 
Abstract 
Join the QMRG for a panel discussion with current ECRs. The session will focus on the 
transition between PhD, post-doctoral fellowships and/or lectureships, with topics including 
experiences, career routes and lessons learned along the way. The diverse panel will be 
reflective of several disciplinary routes and personal backgrounds across the board 
community of ECRs and discussion will focus on the range of issues and/or opportunities 
current PhD students may encounter.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SESSION 7 - LATIN AMERICAN GEOGRAPHIES RESEARCH GROUP 
1500 - 1700 GMT 
Session chairs  Elizabeth Chant and Francesca Ferlicca 
Session title  Latin American Geographies in the UK 
Abstract 
The Latin American Geographies in the UK Research Network (LAG-UK) is a group of 
researchers based in the UK and elsewhere who work closely with geographical ideas and 
practices in Latin America, including building relationships with diverse civil society 
movements and organizations, as well as academic institutions. 
The LAG-UK Committee propose a session that offers an opportunity to meet other scholars 
from the UK and Latin America, as well as from across the RGS postgraduate community. It 
will take the form of a ‘lightning round’ where attendees will be invited to share a brief 
summary of their current research, with the hope that we can connect those with similar 
interests, followed by three ‘key concept’ talks from expert members of our research group, 
and breakout group discussions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TIME TBC: PGF SOCIAL EVENT 
Join the PGF committee for a virtual conference social and quiz. More details will be 
provided in our full schedule, which will be released in March.  
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE: WEDNESDAY 21 APRIL 

SESSION 8 - POSTER SESSION 
1000 - 1200 GMT 
Session chair  Théo Lenormand 
Details 
If you would like to present a poster at the conference, please fill out this form by Friday 2nd 
April. Please note, we will be unable to accept applications from those presenting in one of 
the live sessions. You will know whether your submission has been accepted the following 
week - by Tuesday 6th April. We will ask you to submit your poster with the final abstract by 
Wednesday 14th of April by email to the RGS PGF email address. 
  
We are currently finalising the format of this session, but your poster will be displayed on the 
PGF website and you will be given the opportunity to deliver a short presentation about your 
poster. 
 
Please email Théo with any queries: tlenormand@glos.ac.uk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESSION 9 - FELLOWSHIPS AND FUNDING WORKSHOP 
1300 - 1500 GMT 
Join us for a workshop, run by Dr Sophie Hadfield-Hill (University of Birmingham), in which 
we’ll discuss how to search for post-doctoral opportunities, how to write applications and 
other top-tips. Be sure to bring any questions you have regarding post-doctoral work and 
funding to this session! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

https://bit.ly/3qVx1il
mailto:rgsibgpgforum@gmail.com
mailto:tlenormand@glos.ac.uk
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SESSION 10 - #GEOGCOMM: ENGAGING WITH YOUR AUDIENCE 
1500 - 1700 GMT 
Workshop chair Helen Johnson 
Abstract 
As contemporary academics, we are encouraged to use social media to build our profiles 
and share our research on social media. However, does this mean that we need to split our 
accounts? How much of ‘ourselves’ should we show online and is blogging still relevant in 
2021?  
 
These are some of the questions that the #Geogcomm panel will discuss. The panel is 
comprised of multi-disciplinary PhDs and ECRs discussing how they have used social media 
to build their profile and/or spread the word about geographic research. SciComm is key 
within STEM to explain research in an easily digestible manner, demystify scientific work 
and to show the human faces behind research papers. While geographers do overlap with 
many STEM subjects, we have our own set of skills and knowledge that has incredible 
relevance to our modern day and modern-day issues. 
 
By the end of the session, we should begin to see what a #Geogcomm community could 
look like and hopefully spark a few ideas for the audience to build upon. This is a casual 
panel, and we encourage you to grab a drink and tweet along with the hashtags 
#geogcomm and #pgfmt2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

POSTGRADUATE FORUM AGM, Q&A AND ELECTION HUSTINGS 
1700 - 1800 GMT 
Come along as we report back on our year and feel free to ask us any questions you have 
about the role of the PGF committee and the events we organise. During this session, we’ll 
also hear from candidates for the 2021-2022 committee in our hustings.  
 
We will be opening nominations for all committee positions in March. If you would be 
interested in applying, please be prepared to write an explanation of your suitability for 
your chosen role in no more than 300 words.  
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE: THURSDAY 22 APRIL 

SESSION 11 - RGS SUPPORT FOR POSTGRADUATE STUDENTS 
0900 - 1000 GMT 
Hear from Dr Sarah Evans, Research and Collections Engagement Manager at the RGS, about 
the support the Society offers to postgraduates. We will provide a link to a pre-recorded 
session, and links to further webpages on the support on offer. There will be a chance to ask 
questions on Slack and the PGF Twitter page.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESSION 12 - RURAL GEOGRAPHIES RESEARCH GROUP 
1000 - 1200 GMT 
Session chair  Niamh McHugh 
Session title  Current research in rural geography 
Abstract 
5-minute lightning presentations from PhD students carrying out research on a range of 
rural topics welcome.  
 
Abstract submission 
Email abstracts of up to 200 words to nmm18@le.ac.uk by 12th March 2021.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:nmm118@le.ac.uk
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SESSION 13 - FOOD GEOGRAPHIES RESEARCH GROUP 
1300 - 1500 GMT 
Session chair  Barbora Adlerova and Rob Booth 
Session title  Food system inequalities pre, during and post-pandemic. 
Abstract  
The ongoing pandemic has brought to a sharp relief existing food system vulnerabilities: 
unsustainable agricultural practices creating conditions for propagation of zoonotic 
diseases, 
reliance on seasonal agricultural labour, the precariousness of just-in-time delivery supply 
chains and unjust labour practices within them. It has exacerbated existing crises, such as 
dietary-related ill-health, the dependence on emergency food aid and community initiatives 
to address increasing food insecurity. It has also questioned the uneven food governance 
and infrastructure to achieve access to healthy and nutritious food, for example through 
Free School Meals or through local food partnerships, whilst exposing the potential and 
limitations of alternative food networks and reterritorialized foodscapes to deliver just and 
sustainable food systems. 
In this call, we would like to invite PhD students grappling with food system challenges and 
opportunities pre, in and post-pandemic world through various lens (geographical, 
sociological, anthropological and others) to present their research in a supportive 
environment. Theoretical, methodological, reflexive, and exploratory papers are welcome, 
alongside empirical papers and creative contributions, especially from researchers in their 
first or second year. 
The session is expected to include a keynote speech, paper presentations with Q&amp;A, 
and more informal, in-depth discussions in break out groups. 
 
Abstract submission 
Please send abstracts of 200 words to Barbora Adlerova (Adlerovab@cardiff.ac.uk) and Rob 
Booth (RXB960@student.bham.ac.uk) by the end of 28th February 2021. 
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SESSION 14 - DIGITAL GEOGRAPHIES RESEARCH GROUP 
1500 - 1700 GMT 
Session chairs  Jack Lowe and Daisy Curtis 
Session title  Digital Geographies and the Everyday 
Abstract 
As digital technologies have become increasingly and unevenly entangled in everyday life on 
a global scale, so has their influence on the everyday phenomena we might participate in 
and choose to study as geographers. The Covid-19 pandemic has thrown into sharp relief 
the ways digital technology can shape what we research, how we do research and how we 
share research, perhaps more than we might have intended. Inequalities in everyday access 
to digital tools can create ‘digital divides’ at both local and global scales, while the diverse 
application of digital technologies has influenced a wide range of cultural practices across 
the world. These may be mundane, creative, ethically problematic, violent, innovative – 
sometimes many of these words at once, and others besides. 
This centrality of the digital to today’s geographical praxis has been illustrated evocatively 
by 
Ash, Kitchin and Leszczynski (2016), who have charted the current ‘digital turn’ as one 
provoked by engagement with geographies through the digital, geographies produced by 
the 
digital, and geographies of the digital. With this same broad scope, we invite proposals for 
digital shorts (videos summarising research in 2-5 minutes) that engage with a range of 
everyday geographies through, produced by, and of the digital. 
 
Topics may include but are not limited to: research methods involving digital technology; 
creative practices using digital technology; digital infrastructures; regional digital 
geographies – particularly perspectives from the Global South; forms of digital labour; 
digital technologies, health and wellbeing; digital arts and entertainment; digital access and 
digital divides; social media and sharing (dis)information online and forms of digital 
mapping. 
 
The digital shorts will be screened live on Zoom during the session, followed by questions 
and discussion. The format of the discussion will be decided once we have received 
submissions. 
 
Abstract submission 
Please submit abstracts of no more than 250 words to Jack Lowe 
(jack.lowe.2017@rhul.ac.uk) and Daisy Curtis (d.curtis@exeter.ac.uk) by 5th March 2021. 
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SESSION 15 - URBAN GEOGRAPHY 
1700-1800 GMT 
Session chairs  Sidra Ahmed 
Session title  Emerging Urban Research and Speed Networking 
Abstract 

You may have seen that this year’s 
Committee launched a number of 
events under PGF@Home, our digital 
events initiative. And whether it has 
been talking about urban geography 
or sharing urban imagery captioned 
like a #geographer on our new 
Instagram account, there has been 
something missing… 
It has dawned us on that it is 
important to increase our 
engagement with urban geographers 
given the vast array of ideas and 
topics cities inspire and provoke us 
to consider. And it is great to see the 
Urban Geography Research Group 
back up and running this year! 
As a first step, this networking and 
research sharing session has been 
planned. 

 
The provisional outline of the session includes: 
1700-1720 GMT Speed Networking | ALL ATTENDEES 
You will be put into pre-assigned Zoom breakout rooms with other urban researchers based 
on your research background. It will be informal and you will have an opportunity to meet 
other PhD geographers and urbanists from around the world. 
1720-1800 GMT Share Your Research: 1 Photo, 3 Minutes, Your Research | UP TO 10 
SELECTED PRESENTERS FROM SUBMISSIONS 
Share one image that is representative of your research and present your thoughts, findings 
or vignette in 1-3 minutes.  
You can be as creative as you like - tell us about your theoretical framework, the story 
behind how you got the idea, share your early thoughts and/or findings or recite a poem! 
It does not matter what stage of your research you are at - a picture speaks a thousand 
words! Whether you are still finding your feet at the start, immersed in data collection, 
writing up or prepping for your viva, you are welcome to submit an image to present. 
 
Sign up here: 
Please complete this form by Tuesday 6th April 2021 so that the speed networking segment 
can be set up and, if you choose to submit an image, selected images are ready to present.  
  

http://instagram.com/pgf_rgsibg
https://forms.gle/UQhmy8nBqidmyteLA
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CONFERENCE SCHEDULE: FRIDAY 23 APRIL 
KEYNOTE 

1000 - 1200 GMT 
Dr Sarah Percival 
Liverpool John Moores University 

In this keynote session, Dr Percival will be discussing a coastal flood vulnerability and risk 
model that captures crucial features of coastal flood vulnerability; integrating physical and 
socio-economic vulnerability data, combined with a coastal flood hazard analysis, to give 
overall flood risk at neighbourhood scale, at two different times of day, for floods of 
different magnitudes. She will focus on the interdisciplinary nature of her work and the 
methods she uses, to discuss the value of working in such a way.  
 
 
 
 

 

SESSION 16 - CLIMATE CHANGE GEOGRAPHIES RESEARCH GROUP 
1300 - 1600 GMT 
Session chair  James Dyson, Sabina Lawreniuk and Candice Howard 
Session title  Climate Change and Geographies of Justice 
Abstract 
Prof. Erik Swyngedouw will deliver a keynote speech titled “The Apocalypse will be 
disappointing: Traversing the Climate Fantasy”. 
This will be followed by shorter lectures from early career researchers undertaking research 
into climate justice and related topic, to whom we are currently reaching out. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SESSION 17: POSTER PRIZE-GIVING AND CONFERENCE CLOSE 
1600 - 1700 GMT 
We invite you to join the committee as we present this year’s poster prizes and bring 
the 2021 Mid-Term to a close. 
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